Letters to the Editor

When sending lettsrs to appear in Catena ploase contact the Editar (not Head Office):
Gil Whale, 11 Warren Close, Lichfleld, Staffs WS14 XN, Tel: 01543 256041, Email: catenafthecatenians.com

A HUGE Thank You

Sir, | am writing to say a HUGE thank you to
all Catenians for the pravers, cards, Masses
for Michael and the support for me. He is
now hame but this has been quite a baltle
to get this result.

Michael & nol cured or even any better,
He remains tetranlegic {paralysad from the
nack downi and g totally dependent on
breathing with full ventilatory suppaort. He is
supparted in his home in Dormidge by teo
live-in carers 24 hours & dav with addiional
nursing input regularty and, of course, by
hiz family. Michagal stlll sannet est or drink
except for a few sips of water and is led via
a peq wwbe into his stomech, Howsaver, he
has full usa of his mind and i so pleased
o be home, He fad been in hospital for 16
monthe. We are all absolutaly delighted,
especizly me as | had been ivng in
Southport since August last year! Most
days now he is dresssd and sstupin a
wheelchair, and he avidly walches the news
Lo keep up o date

If anyome i in the araa be would really
appreciale a visil, Please ring me first 5o
that | can make surc that he is up!

Michael wants ma lo wish evervbody
& wery Happy and Holy Christrmas. He is
levakireg forward to spending it with his famiy

this year. Wha! would | have done without
Calanian=? | jusi don't know.
Isabel Gusack
Solihull Circle

fMichas! was Grand Presidani of the
Agzocighon in 190394)

The Aim of The
Catenian Association

Sir, The most important feature of any
suctessful enterprize is that s aim should
be dearly stated and firmly maintainad.
The aim must be singular becausa mulliple
aims produce competition for razources
and encourage deviations. Tne need for
an aim applies 1o all endesvours, personal
o COrprarate,

The Caleni=n rovament does not have
an Am, and therefore cannot maintain ong.
We have 2 Rule 1 hasded “Aims’ lising
same o doubt admirable obectives which
might coniribute te an aim, but as an aim
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this ‘Rule’ serveas no purpose; indesd it ;
i5 dengerous because s nooberenos !
opens the way for almost any activity to

be infrocuced, however loosely related E
to the Catanian intention which remains :
undefined. I wa are tc survive, as we
undoubtedly could do, we must define

our aim and maintain it, refusing to wasie :
enargy on anything which doss nnt clearty |
contrituta. The aim must be naither too
widely worded nor foo detalked, To be useful

it must bz cepatle of attainment, And it i
Lt be singular, otherwisa it is nol an aim,
The defintion of an aim can be difficult io
ochieve, but it is worth the effort.

Hare iz my suggsstion:

The heart of the Catenian movemenl
is the Circla, the cantre whick Brothars
support becausa of the benafils it provides.
Svery Circle has its own character and
ranga of sctivibes, but the concopt of
the Circle and all that it comprises is the
easence of the Catenian movement.
Catenianism is defined by the Dircde; lhere
is nothing else.

I is he'pful to ensure that, whichever
Circle ona visits, agreed rifuals and
standarde can be ralied on. A burcaucracy
ig neaded to organse and contral the
esganials. The Catgnian movemeant
supports such a bureaucracy staffed by
volunteers wha devate their lime and :
enargy tn serving on Provincial and Grand
Councils. They do essential work in !
sustaining the movament, but navertheless
thiey do not dafine it

| have asked my Circle and Provincial
Ceuncil to suoport a proposal that the
cxisting Rule 1 of the Azscciation be
deleted and replaced by:

1. The Aim of the Caterian Asscciation

The aim of the Catenian Assosiation is to
establish and mainiain a lay environment
in which men baptised and confirmed in
the Catholic Church can gathes together in
&n atmosphera of brotherly kve fo practise
their fzith, peacsably enjoy sach othar's
company and that of their families, and
support aach olber in times of need.

I hape this proposal may in due course be
debatec &t Conference, Mzanwhile | waould
appraciate any comments.
John Bishop
Cambridge Cleke

Keep Up The Good Work

S, | was horrified by John Bishop's attack
on the very existence of the Public Affalrs
Committes in the Cctober "Catena”,

When | was anrcllad inlo the Association
30 yeare agao, and again whensver | have
enrolbed new members into our gloTious
Agzocialion, we always preclaim to be
“proudly Catholic”. How can wa aspire in
this ethos unless we spask oo, snd work
apminst, the wholesa'e legalised murder of
innocent unbarn children, euphemistically
called abartion, the erosion, bordaring
on iminat'on, of Christian education at
our schools, the relentleas attack on the
irdizzolubility of marriage, the mockery of
Christian beliefs, ec ate.

| 2m convineed Grand Council was
working vezll within its remit when they
created such a Committes. Grand Council's

i terms of reference are and always have

becn that we are proudly Catholis,

Mo wondar we read Jim Kelly's asserion
in the same issue that Britain is perceived to
be the weas! place in 21 Western nations |n
which o bea a child.

| 32y to the PAC, keap up the good work,

Joe Caruana
Mensija, Valletta and
Victoria Gozo Circles

Restructure

Sir, Whilst the surpose and principlss of the
Aszociation are exemplary it s clesr that the
metheds of achiaving these ideals can be
subject to continuous debate,

The method chosen by Grand Council
is to create a Cil Service type stnuctune
with minimal input by Brothers. The legal
“establishmeant” has already started o put
in hand tne recessany controls by Fulg
ard Regu ation to contral the hinterand
of the proposed Catenian Emplire and will
meed a Head Quarter lacation. (Unguarded
rafarences are alrsady being exprassed
about the unauitability of the existing
Frewinecial Headguarters and the need lor a
status adcress in London ).

| am a suppoiter ol e need for
Federalism If this maans the Catenian
Princples can be spread anywhera in
the world, as axsmglified by Ausiralia
and Malta, But without the need for over
structure.
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Ideas Bubbling
Within Him

Sir, John Bighop of Cambridge Circe is
2 good letter communicator and in your
Diecamber 2071 edition you published
anoiher letier from him, this time on the
Aimn of the Calenian Association, | cainnot
countenance his Aim, He sirives too hard
to be simplisiic on an analysis of an aim of
complex Assoriation. Of course we have
nulas and they have beer honed over the
years and when one tries to take a snap
shot of the Association It is rather e going
into a cinema when the film has started
much earlier: we are all sludents about our
gresal Association,

Qur Association has many vilues
and appeals lo ten thousand Catholics.
Dacades ago | decided ko follow a system
known as LAMA in business and persenal
life. In essence it means Lassr Analysis
Management Action, The Catenian
Association dad an analysis in 2008,
but where is the management action?

| detest Jabkn is casting around seeking
to define tha perimeters and paramelars of
aur henafizial Association.

It rmvay be helpful to vz all if he did go for the
juguilar and spell out what the Association
should be dolng, Fvery Catenizn Brother
has his own ideas but 1o get change in this
organisation the experience has been in the
recant past that change has been unweloome
The hed rock of the Associalion should
continue to be honest unbridied brotherdy
love, help the Brothers in nased, and foster
gooc relations.
| sk Iherefore that John drink deeper the
spring of ideas bubbling within him and do a
Laser Analysis and Managament Action study
and circulztz amongst the ordinary Brothers
his findings via wonderlul Catena magazine
for pandering and piloting the future,
Pal Tattan
Lulen and London Charterhouse Gircles

The Aim of the
Catenian Association

Sir, | have raad with interest the letier from
John Bishop on page 34 of the December
2011 issue of Calena,
He is In my wiew comect when he states
that the Association has no formal Aim and
| am in genaral agreement with his definition
of an Aim. My only comment on his draft
Alim s thal it is toe long. An Aim should be
brief end to the ooint. My own suggestion
might wall be "To establish an Aszociation
of gentiemen of the Roman Catholic faith
for the strengthening of fisndship, faith and
family lite™?
Philip Crook
Southampton Circle
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Public Affairs Committee

S, Fallowing my recent letler 1o Catana,
Director Paul Mainon (Province 1) kas
proviced me vl the docament which
describes the establishment and purposa of
e PAC

The document has twe parts; one which
proposes (hat the Association shauld have
i nexw airm, and anolbe: which shows how
ikl aim might be achiewed. | am concarnad
here orly wilh the firsl pert; besaose i el
proposal is not agreed then the seconc part
is irrelevant.

The wording of the lirst pert i 83 follows:

&) GC racugnises thal thers may be a eed
far the Catiolic laity to make its woica
heard abouf mattars of public palicy that
ara gignifizant in tha light of Cathalic
maral teeching or important to the
interests of Catholics and believes that
the Assaciaton and 15 rmambess shaukd
pley s part in this,

bl Therafore (G0 has decaded

i1 That it will fresm e 10 tina debarmine
subjesls on which the Assecation
should have a view expressed eithar
publicdy andior 1o the membership

Thal it will endeavour 1o keep
membars of the Assoclation infarmea
aboul publlic policies miziag 1o such
subjacts.

CATENA + JANUARY 2012

iify That it will sask ta maka 3 Cathedic
voing heard publicly about such
subjects whenever it is deamed
Imporant o do so, e by 1Bsuing’
waking press slalements or by
making diract parsonal approaches o
key figures in public life.

Pasagraph (2) & uncxceptionable; no deubd
many Catanians might share that belief
However peragraph (b} cpans with the
wards 'GC has DECIDED.." and commits
us 1o activities which would profourdly
change tho natere of our Associztion

and tor which thare 5 no provision in

aur present Rules, If the Asgociation is

1o v thie nenw purpasa It s for ug, the
mambarship, nod for G, ke maka such

a decimion. The membership must be
ackad tn voie on an appropzataly worded
proposal in acoordance with the procedurs
astablished undar Rule 28

The |efters in tha Seplember 2017 Calenz i

are interesting, but have no relevarce fo
this main lgaua.

Bro Kally is conessmed Lo daland s
weork of the PAC, assum ng that i hag
bien legilimately aslabished. | ham no
cornrment on anything he says exceot for
the stetement that the PAC was farmed by
Grand Council’, Indeed it was; it was farmen
lo carry oul new respons Dilies which
Grand Counzi! had decidad to underake
withoud relerenca to the membership, Bro
Kally avoids any discussion abouwl this
e, perhaps bemauza it is umwise ta try 1o
defand the indelensible.

Bro O'Cannell’s latter describes all that
has been done to legitimise the PAC, again
startivgg lvom Lhe prenisa thal Lhe 'cacision
whikch gave fige ko the Commitae 15 a fact
nol lo ba discussed.

He invites me ta be contant with
the revisions 1o ihe PAC Constitution,
presumably on the assumption that it
sarves an establishad Cabenian purpose.
But tha estaklishment of that pumpoas was
by disiat of the small group of members
sepving on Grand Cauncll ar the time,
ratrer than by the democratic decision of
the membership, and the statement of that
dikie! was then hicdan within ha so-cailed
Corstiution of the very Committes fcrmed
{ Implement iL

It T rraswer bzeen rederread Lo e
membearship and, indeed, avar tha years
avery effurl has been made to ensurz thal
the membérship would not be canzullad,
perhaps for fear of the oulcome, It isthis
anginal evasion which has poved the way
for a defance of the PAC resfing artisaly
an the quality of its purpases, carefully
avoiding any reference §o the validity of
13 inceplicn.

B D.Jt!dinglnn‘s letter enowed how
sucreasful that sirsteqy has been, and
now wa have a letter from Bro Carvana
(December 2011 iszue) which reinforces
the poirt OF course | enlinely agree (hal,
as Individual Catholics, we must werk for
the values he sats ouf, but there is no way
we can act collectively 55 an Association in
this or any other matter unless the majority
of us decide to do so,

Grand Cauncil is mandated under Rule
3.1 "o gowern the Aszociation a3 regquired
by thesa Rulee’. Nodhing in thess Rules
gives Grand Courcla mandate o impose
subsiantial changes without our auibarily.
Gramd Cowncil is 'vested with nowsars
requisie .., for the attainment of (our) aims’
These is nolbing in cur gl which makes
us the colactive lay veeca af tha Church,

Wy only conocrm in all tha conlroversy
& to nersuads Grand Council b act within
tive Fues, 1o recensider the basis on which
the whale of this PAC edifice has been
hilt ana, iF they feel & ngh 2 do sc, ta
submit & propesal for our consideratica, If
the membership votes to support. changes
fo our Catervan purpase then | will leyally
accent that cacision. Bul | cannat accap:
fiaving that cecision impased an all of us by
a small group of Brathers who acted years
ago without sny semblance of authority,

John Blzhop
Cambridgs Circle
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